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GLIMPSES OF OLD COLLEGE LIFE. 
(Continued from page 153.) 

The following is from the correspondence of Andrew Eeid, Jr., 
and Samuel McDowell Eeid, uncle and father of Mrs. J. J. 
White, of Lexington. Dr. W. G. Brown (Mrs. White's son-in- 
law), formerly of Washington and Lee University and now of the 
University of Missouri, was at pains to make the copy. Dr. 
Brown writes : 

"I find in some of the letters the usual demands for money, 
and in some the not unusual reply, the injunction to be careful, 
with a remittance. 

"Among other things I came across A. Eeid, Jr.'s manuscript 
lectures on Natural Philosophy, delivered, I think, by Bishop 
Madison. Also forty-three pages of questions on Smith's Wealth 
of Nations propounded by Bishop Madison, and a few pages of 
notes on Botany in the same note book, the page being about the 
size of this paper. 

"Besides the letters written from William and Mary, I found 
letters to A. Eeid, Jr., and his brother, written from Yale, 
Princeton and Pennsylvania. The Smith's Wealth of Nations 
mentioned in one of them is in the library here with A. Eeid, Jr.'s 
autograph — two volumes bound in full calf. Washington Acad- 
emy mentioned has grown into Washington and Lee University, 
and one of the letters indicate that advances had been made to 
Bishop James Madison, President of William and Mary College. 
Both Armistead T. Mason and his brother John T. Mason in 
1807 challenged A. Eeid, Jr., to duels — Armistead's challenge 
resulting from his brother having been bound over to keep the 
peace. The duel was avoided, mutual explanations having been 
made. I have the whole or nearly the whole of this correspon- 
dence. It consists of nineteen pages." 
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Charles A. Stuart * to Andrew Reid, Jr. 

New Haven, Dec. 24«i, 1799. 
Dear Andrew, 

I have scarcely any acquaintance here and none but those I have 
made since I arrived here; there are two Virginians here, one of whom 
I have formed some acquaintance. 

I have not entered college yet, owing to their requiring my standing 
an examination on some Books I have not read and something more of 
Virgil than I liked to stand on at a venture. 

Preston would have been more disappointed in entering college than 
I have been; for at Princeton they are, I am told, much more strict than 
they are here in order to retrieve the character of the college; the stu- 
dents there I believe study immensely hard, though they are very gay. 

I am glad to hear that you are going to the Academy in the spring. 

I heard of your elections in Virg* several days ago; but give leaf to 
say that I think that no indication of a change. I never now scarcely 
think of polities, every one here being of the same opinion that I am 

acquainted with and the lamentable death of that noble 

patriot and excellent general, tho' the vile Aurora hardly think worth 
while to draw a streak of black for him and the others in perfect black. 
It is resolved by Congress to wear black this session in honor of him. 

Chables A. Stuart. 

New Haven, July 10th, 1800. 
Dear Andrew, 

We were very much surprised a few days ago at the news of Jef- 
ferson's death, which I regretted as the loss of our philosopher, and many 
of the students as a politician, and many rejoiced; but I was much 
pleased to see them so much dejected at the reverse of the news. . . . 
I then thought we had lost our orator (Henry), our warrior and our phi- 
losopher; the characters of whom will certainly extend as far as lit- 
erature can carry them or tradition convey such things; they are char- 
acters the imitation of whom it would be well for the American youth 
to attend to. 

I am now very well pleased with things here; the students I find 
quite sociable, and many of them clever. I associate most generally with 
southern rather than yankees. I have been introduced to many young 
ladies in town; but have not extended an acquaintance with but few of 
the best families, who I visit very seldom; two or three I think worthy 
acquaintance, but none of them do I think I could love. I intend be- 
coming a very close student hereafter. 

I am yours most sincerely, Charles A. Stuart. 

* Afterwards a prominent citizen of Greenbrier county, W. Va. He 
died in 1850. 
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Joseph C. Cabell * to Dr. William B. Hake. 

Williamsburg, 4ts of January, 1801. 

Dear Doctor, 

My Professor, Mr. Tucker, has been lecturing constantly since the 
first of Dec r , and means to finish his course by the beginning of April, 
at which time he will set out on his circuit as a district c't judge. Pos- 
sibly my Father f may wish me to leave this place and return home as 
soon as the Law Lectures are over, but it will probably be most advisa- 
ble to remain where I am at least till the first of June. Since my arrival 
here I have been a close student, but as I am compelled to spend near 
three hours of the best part of every day in the week (except Sunday) 
in the Lecture room, my reading has been much more limited than I 
myself expected. . . . 

The Habits of the students of this course are uncommonly favour- 
able to the views of one who is anxious to profit greatly by a residence at 
the college. I allude particularly to the practices of Balling, visiting 
and lounging about in one another's rooms, which were carried to an 
excess when I was here formerly, but are now confined within their 
proper limits. The most of the students are I think weaker than usual, 
but there are some young men ams us who are amiable and sensible and 
will probably make a considerable figure in life. Young Nathaniel Ven- 
able % boards in our house, and I find him a very agreeable and sensible 
companion. We three from Amherst live in a house in company with 
Henry Tucker and one of his younger brothers. Nicholas is a close stu- 
dent. Sam Wiatt is tolerably attentive and I hope by the end of the 
course will acquire such fixed habits of reading as will ensure his future 
welfare. Samuel has not yet made his entrance into the circle of fash- 
ionable company, but Nicholas has dined with several of the old Dons, 
and in company with several of us took a Christmas dinner at Colo. 
Skipwith's, who you know married my old acquaintance, Mrs. Dunbar. 
We frequently visit Mrs. Tazewell. The old lady seems to have gotten 
over the loss of Mrs. Griffin, in having regained the company of her son 
William, whom she expected to have lost during his trip to Europe. . . . 

Henry Tucker requests me to procure for him, by means of some 
friend in Richmond, Randolph's Abridgment of the Virginia Laws, to be 
had for 15 | — at Davis's Printing Office. 

Jos. C. Cabell. 
To Doctor William B. Hare, member of the Assembly, Richmond. 

* Joseph C. Cabell, after graduating at William and Mary, pursued a 
wide course of study in Europe. He became one of the most accomplished 
men of his day; was rector of the University of Virginia, etc. 

t Col. Nicholas Cabell. 

t Nathaniel Venable was afterwards brotherrin-law of Nicholas Ca- 
bell, Jr. 



216 William and Maet College Quarterly. 

Thomas L. Preston * to Andrew Keid, Jr. 

Williamsburg, Jan. 7ti, 1802. 
Dr Friend, 

On the 14th of Deer last I arrived at this place, a period much later 
than I contemplated when we parted, however soon enough I believe to 
cramp that happiness with which I seemed then to be encircled. My 
expectations of this place were too much raised, and as is common with 
the sanguine, I was of course disappointed. Which disappointment has 
created a little discontent that probably will wear off in a short time. 
The dissipation here is intolerable, and I am sure never could be recon- 
ciled to one raised in the mountains. Lexington, tho' retired, was always 
pleasing to me. The innocent manners that characterize that place were 
astonishingly infatuating. The civilities I received from the people 
there . . . shall ever be recollected with pleasure and acknowledged 
with a feeling sense of gratitude. 

Politics at this place have entirely subsided. We are, however, all 
republicans, and consequently read the President's message with ecstacy 
and applause. 

Thomas L. Preston to Andrew Reid, Jr. 

Williamsburg, February 22na, 1802. 
Dr. Eeid, 

You mention that (perhaps) after I become acquainted more gen- 
erally I will be better (pleased) with this place than when I wrote to 
you. Your letter (has been) received at a very unfortunate time to 
make an im(pression). I am not dissatisfied with the character of the 
inhabitants, for I think they are as polite and hospitable as any people 
I have ever been with, but I am disgusted with the irregularity of the 
students. The college, because of the expulsion of two young men the 
other day, is in complete confusion.t No business is done and a num- 
ber of students have withdrawn their names. Violence to the college 
and property of some inhabitants has been given and the event cannot 
be foreseen. I gave my approbation to some remonstrances by the stu- 
dents against the sentence of expulsion and expressed my dislike in the 
society of the students to the procedure of the Professors, as unwar- 
ranted for want of sufficient evidence, but I have been invariably opposed 
to injuring the college or the property of any one, and never have been 
connected with a party concerned in that business. They were expelled 
on a vague report for having fought a duel. 

Thos. L. Preston. 

* Brother of James P. Preston, Governor of Virginia. 
t This riot was a celebrated one in its day, similar to that at Prince- 
ton in 1807. 
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The Eeid correspondence will be interrupted here by an extract 
from a different source, which sheds further light upon the "riot" 
of 1802, described in the letter of Thomas L. Preston, just pre- 
ceding. 

Miss Chablotte Balfouk to Mes. Whiting.* 

February 23a, 1802. 

I cannot permit your sweet son,f my friend, to leave Williamsburg 
without this small testimony of my regard, as well as to assure you 
with what regret we part with him, his amiable disposition having 
gained him the esteem of all those who have had the pleasure of his ac- 
quaintance, but as matters stand at present I cannot but agree in think- 
ing it advisable he should quit college (at least for a time). The con- 
duct of some of the students has surpassed anything I ever heard of. 
To George's candor I leave the delineation of characters, who, from the 
opportunity he must of necessity have had of being more among them, 
can give you a more accurate account of their wicked and sacrilegious 
proceedings. The visitors I am told meet to-day. What may be the re- 
sult of their deliberations I know not, but something I trust that may in 
future secure the college from the odium the late unprecedented behavior 
of the students must have cast upon it. I congratulate my friend that 
her son is among the number of those who see their conduct in its 
proper light. 

Charlotte Balfour to Mrs. Whiting, of Dumfries, Prince William Co. 

The Eeid correspondence now continues: 
Dr Eeid Williamsburg, April 15tn, 1802. 

My love for Wmsburg is yet resting on the same basis which sup- 
ported it when I last wrote you. Dissipation has greatly disappeared 
since the egression of students from this place, which was very consid- 
erable, it amounting to near an half of the whole number. The cause of 
their departure was the disaffection which arose in consequence of an 
expulsion of 2 students. Every turbulence of spirit which characterized 
the actions of the major part of the young men in college at that time 
is now perfectly at rest and every duty which the peculiar situation of 
a student invites is again attended to with the utmost cheerfulness. 
With this restoration of peace and harmony I trust the reputation of the 
college will be returned and the injury which all parties may have sus- 
tained will be forgotten. My return to W. Academy next summer is cer- 
tainly to take place. The study to which I shall be devoted will require 
neither the assistance of an apparatus or library except such as I shall 
take with me as my object is to attend solely to the rudiments of law, 
and as to the instructions of the President in that respect it would hav« 
no weight with me, inasmuch as I should not stand in need of them. 

* This letter was sent me by Dr. Frederick Horner, of Fauquier Co. 
f George Whiting, of Prince William Co. 
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— j,' . , Williamsburg, Jan. $>«», 1803. 

Since my arrival Here I have been to a few parties of pleasure. That 
conviviality which has long characterized this place, is still one of its 
strong features. The ladies are (divested of some town airs) agreeable 
enough and much disposed to sociability. The reputation of the college 
is rising. Never has been seen greater order, industry and economy 
among the students than at this time. The number of whom is between 
60 or 65. I wish your seminary was on a liberal and generous scale. I 
am confident it would soon be prosperous. 

C. A. Stuaet to Andrew Reed, Jb. 

Dear Friend, YalE > *** 2l *> 1803 - 

Yesterday I closed my collegiate studies by undergoing an examina- 
tion for the last time. It now remains only that the corporation accept 
of the recommendation of the class by the faculty for the purpose of 
graduating them; eight weeks, however, must intervene previous to 
this fact. We then celebrate commencement — this is done by public ex- 
hibitions of orations, disputes, &c, composed and performed by a part of 
the graduating class. 

Samuel Mark * to Same. 
Friend Reid Fredericksburg, Nov. 4*&, 1805. 

I have been solicited by an acquaintance, who is a relation of the 
young gentleman who is to be the bearer of this epistle, to communicate 
a few lines by him, which will have a tendency to render the cultivation 
of a friendly intercourse with the citizens of your place, not as arduous 
and difficult as it otherwise would be. He is the son of a gentleman of 
the first respectability in Fauquier county, and from the strict enquiries 
which have been made, relative to the morality of the place, the riguor 
of the laws and the uniformity of their execution, when violated, I am 
induced to believe that the son visits that place t in consequence of the 
belief of the father, that it will conduce to inspire a love of virtue and 
a desire of literary celebrity. What the result of a residence at that 
place will be, I am totally unable to prophesy, inasmuch as I have not 
the honour of a personal acquaintance with the gentleman who is the 
subject of this letter. 

I received a letter from Preston at the same time yours arrived. You 
appeared to rival each other in giving an exalted, fascinating and (I am 
almost induced to say) an exaggerated description of the operations of 
the 16th Ultimo: I am happy to hear that the moment of your liberation 
from collegiate discipline, produced so great a portion of satisfaction 

* Samuel Mark was son of John Mark, of Fredericksburg (see Quar- 
terly, VI., p. 95.) 

t Washington Academy. 
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and only lament that fate had cruelly determined that I should not par- 
take in its pleasure. 

Mr>. Andrew Reid, Junr., Lexington, Virginia. 

Mr. Withers. 

Feedekicksburg, Nov. 10th, 1805. 
Friend Reid, 

It gave me much pleasure to hear that the students acquitted them- 
selves handsomely. I am told that such an examination was never heard 
before that "laurels were twined around your brows." 

The only way I can account for the extraordinary honours which have 
been heaped upon your heads is by referring to those who absconded 
previous to the examination — as it is generally understood that those 
who fear the test elope, leaving the more luminous behind to reap the 
reward of their labours. 

I am happy to hear that you had so agreeable a party: on that even- 
ing I saw the celebrated play of John Bull performed, and to use the 
eant expression of the day, "it was horridly butchered." Recollecting 
that it had been acted by the students of W. A.* it recalled old times to 
my remembrance and I involuntarily began to mutter something about 
dancing, and really fancied myself addressing a female in Capt. Shields 
large room, but was suddenly roused from the pleasing reverie by the 
witty sayings of old Brulgueden. 

Health, Sami Mark. 

Mr. Andrew Reid, Jun r ., Lexington, Rockbridge county, Virginia. 

W. Radfobd f to Same. 

Williamsburg, December 26th, 1805. 
Dear Andrew, 

A scene of dissipation has at length commenced at this place. The 
night before Christmas a great deal of mischief was done and we were 
summoned to the blue room. What may be the consequence I cannot tell. 

. . . We have only forty-five students. The smallness of the num- 
ber is occasioned by the riots and dissipation last course. 

j. . , Williamsburg, April 8tfc, 1806. 

We have had considerable alarm in this place, owing to some sus- 
picions that were excited of an insurrection of the negroes. The stu- 
dents were very active on the occasion. They turned out several nights 
successively until all apprehensions of danger subsided. I begin to have 
doubts whether there was the smallest cause of alarm. . . . Williams- 
burg g(et)ting more dull than usual. Our Law professor has left it to 
attend to his circuit. He will not return until June: In the interval I 
shall have very little to do. 

* Washington Academy. 

f From Bedford county; captain in 1812. 
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Dear Andrew, Williamsburg, Mdy 1st, 1806. 

A duel was to have been fought a few days ago between two students, 
Armistead T. Mason, son of Gen'. Stevens T. Mason, dee*., and Bar- 
tholomew Henley. They were to have fought with two pistols each, ten 
steps distance, advance and fire when they pleased. Fortunately, it was 
discovered by the Bishop. They were both young men of undaunted 
courage. I was in Mason's room about nine o'clock at night. The next 
morning was the time appointed. We were getting the pistols in order. 
The Bishop entered the house with a magistrate. Mason escaped. The 
B was then in a terrible quandary. Wirt * extricated him, he got himself 
appointed constable and without letting any one know it, he begged W. 
Crump to inform him where Mason was. After much persuasion he con- 
sented upon being told that W did not wish to discover the parties, but 
only wished to see M for the friendship he bore his father. I am told 
when he entered no one knew his purpose. He rose and spoke so pa- 
thetically as to draw tears from every person present, begged they would 
excuse him for acting the deceiver's part as he was only actuated by 
friendly motives. He then took Mason before a justice, became his se- 
curity in the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars. The affair is 
since made up and the recognizance no longer continues. 

Samuel Mabk to Andrew Reid, Jb. 

_ . , . , Fredericksburg, July 13tiy 1806. 

Friend Andrew, * 

In perusing the "Enquirer" of Friday last, I discover that the 

geniuses at William and Mary, are numerous and resplendent. . . . 

Our old acquaintance William Archer f is one of the objects of the 

writer's panegyric. — high hopes are entertained of his future greatness — 

I wish they may be to their fullest extent realized. 

Edwin J. Habvtb to Same. 

Richmond, Oot. 30, 1806. 
My dear Reid, 

You will receive by the stage driver Smith's Wealth of Nations in 2 
Volumes.^ Cavallo's Philosophy such as is used at Williamsburg cannot 
be procured in Richmond. There is one copy on Electricity 3 Volumes 7 
Dollars & one volume on Magnetism 2% Dollars which I would have sent 
you had I not met with some friends who were at that college the last 
session who observed that they would be of very little advantage to you. 



* William Wirt, the celebrated lawyer. 

f William S. Archer became senator of the United States. 

t Bishop Madison began to teach Political Economy in 1784. He is 
believed to have made the earliest use in an American college of Smith's 
great work. 
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W. Radford to Same. 
Dear Reid, Richmond, Nov. 14th, 1806. 

Inform me fully when you write of all the news of the ancient me- 
tropolis: whether there is perfect harmony between the students and 
professors and between the students and citizens. 

Samuel Mark to Andrew Reid, Jr. 
Friend Reid Fredericksburg, November 27th, 1806. 

Let me know the fate of ticket 6159 of the first class of W°> & M Col- 
lege. If you are disposed to buy a ticket in the 2d class I will join you — 
you know we were fortunate in a preceding union.* 

S. M(ARK). 

Mr. Andrew Reid, Junr., Student Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Andrew Reid, Jr., to Samuel McDowell Reid. 

Williamsburg, July 13th, 1807. 

I delivered an oration on the 4th of July which I suppose you have 
learnt before this time from the Enquirer. My theme was Eloquence. 

Andrew Moore f to Andrew Reid, Jr. 

g. City of Washington, Deo. 23a, 1806. 

By your letter Mr. Madison continues to support that amiableness 
of deportment and assiduity of attentions to his students which have 
hitherto characterized him. It would have been an important acquisi- 
tion to our Academy had we succeeded in getting him as President,^ 
altho I am now pleased with Mr. Baxter and hope great things from his 
great application and more liberal sentiments. Please present my best 
respects to Mr. Madison. 

Albert Allmond to Same. 

WmsBURG, August 10, 1807. 

The Bishop's family are now in an unusual high flow of spirits occa- 
sioned by the sudden and unexpected arrival of Mr. J. Madison from Bal- 
timore and the E. Indies. 

Williamsburg, Nov. 27, 1807. 
You no doubt expect I have become a student and are correct in your 
opinion. On Monday next I am to deliver a composition, of which 

* To raise money for colleges at this period, resort was often had to 
lotteries. 

f Senator of the United States and trustee of Washington Academy. 

t Bishop James Madison was President of William and Mary from 
1777 to 1812, when he died. 



222 William and Mart College Quarterly. 

I have not yet composed one sentence and of which I am afraid I shall 
not be able to compose one Vine. 

S. R. WrucisoN * to Andrew Reid, Jb. 

Baltimore, 7«» Aug., 1807. 
Your favour of the 25th May dated Williamsburg . . . arrived here 
yesterday. . . . The contents so far as respected the second centenary 
anniversary of the settlement of our ancestors in Virginia were entirely 
new, as the newspapers of this place took no notice of it; and I very 
seldom meet with one from Va. You no doubt spent your time very 
agreeably at that immense assembly, which was convened on the plains 
of James Toum.f 

John M 1 to Same. 

j-. -p . , Madison, Jan. 18, 1808. 

In your last you ask me much of Mrs. I. I have received many let- 
ters from my correspondents in that place [Williamsburg], since the 
commencement of the present course. Very different are the times since 
we were there. The students are more numerous and less intercourse 
with each other. The girls are as ugly as usual, but little galantry, 
much study and good order, very few entertainments in town. The 
ehancelor [Samuel Tyler] is of this number the head. 

Albert Aixmond to Andrew Reid, Jb. 

WnxiAMSBTJEG, April 15, 1808. 

With respect to the riot which has taken place at college it is my 
opinion the most despicable thing that ever happened. At a time when 
the Bishop's family were overwhelmed with grief for the death of their 
favorite John (whose fate is now pretty well ascertained) . The rev- 
erend President is insulted with the epithet of "damned Rascal," the col- 
lege property is destroyed, and the Bishop threatened with the breaking 
of his windows. The cause of this was a young man, who had been dis- 
missed from Princeton and brought with him the Princeton dissipation. 
Several of your old acquaintances with whose characters you were also 

pretty well acquainted, were his associates in the riot, such as , 

& . 

Before the expulsion, the number of students amounted to 60 but 
since it has been diminished to 50. There are none here now remarkable 

* A physician of Baltimore. 

f This celebration was called a "Jubilee." Orations were made by 
Briscoe G. Baldwin, afterwards a judge, and by John Madison, and odes 
by C. K. Blanchard and Leroy Anderson — all students. A second celebra- 
tion occurred in 1822, and a third of great pretensions in 1857 — many 
others since that day. Why not have a national celebration in 1907 ? 

t Part of the name is torn off, but it was probably John Madison, son 
of the Bishop. 
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for their talents. One of the expelled (Holmes) was supposed to be the 
greatest genius in Virginia. He also came from Princeton.* 

A. AliMOND. 

James Pace to Same. 
gi r> W™ Burg, June 22na, 1808. 

I have nothing very interesting to inform you except the death of an 
old and respectable friend Doct. J. M. Gait, who left us 8 days ago. 
Bishop Madison preached his funeral sermon on Sunday last when al- 
most every person in the place attended. It is said by judges the ser- 
mon was superior to any ever delivered in this place. . . . 

We shall have 2 weddings here in a few days, a and a Mr. 

Callaway,! a student, to Miss Lewis. 

Charles Buford % to Samuel McDowell Reid. 

Dear McDowell, New Havbn ' Januar y the 19th > 1816 - 

New Haven my place of residence is very agreeably situated; on one 
side it has the Sound, on the other it is bound by high cliffs which form 
one end of that chain of mountains which extends into Canada. These 
cliffs or mountains add grandeur and sublimity to the scene, as in some 
places they present precipices from an hundred to an hundred and fifty 
feet in height, while in others they are covered with cedars and pines 
which are ever green. Prom the number of trees in N. H. it may be said 
to be a rural city, presenting at once a grove and a town. . . . 

* Rev. Jonathan Boucher, who was tutor of Washington's adopted 
son, John Parke Custis, wrote to Washington in 1771 as follows: "If 
after all you resolve in removing him (from his, Boucher's, care), all I 
have to add is a request that it may not be to Princeton. Pay me the 
compliment of believing that I know something of these matters; and 
there is not anything I am more convinced of than that your own college 
is a better one — better in every respect. You live contiguous to it, and 
hear every objection to it, often magnified beyond the truth, and were 
this the case with respect to the Jersey's, I am mistaken if you would 
hear less there. If, however, the objections to Williamsburg be insuper- 
able, I would then recommend New York; it is but a step further, and 
for obvious reasons infinitely deserves the preference." New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, July, 1899. 

In April, 1707, there occurred at Princeton what was known as the 
"Great Rebellion," in the course of which eleven students were expelled 
and many others suspended. Among those who suffered the former 
punishment was Abel P. Upshur, of Virginia, afterwards Secretary of 
State. He was not one of the original rebels, but condemned the Fac- 
ulty as unjust and precipitate in the manner of their action. 

f Abner Callaway. 

$ Grandson of Samuel McDowell, of Kentucky, afterwards judge and 
colonel. 
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I have not yet entered college, but have taken a private room and am 
pursuing my studies with a private tutor. I cannot state with cer- 
tainty when I will enter, but have some thought of attending it next 
June commencement. I could enter the present freshman class at this 
time, but I very much dislike the thought of remaining here four years. 
My views for remaining with a private tutor are, at that time to enter 
the sophomore class which will be two terms advanced and thereby 
shorten my stay one year. Even three years will be a long time, but 
upheld by the hope of obtaining a pretium operae, I think I can stay 
contentedly. My expectations, respecting Yale College as an institution, 
formed previous to my leaving Kenty, were great, but they have not at 
all been disappointed. The regulations of the college are so well calcu- 
lated to conform the students to regular and moral habits, that I will 
venture to say that there is no college in this country where, in propor- 
tion to the number of students, there is less immorality, or where there 
is more steadiness of habits. . . . The opinions I have formed of the 
Yankees are not very favourable. It is true they are to be admired for 
their morality and for their oeoonomy when they do not carry it so far as 
to make undeserving of the appelation of virtue; but they are deficient 
in nobleness of heart and manly pride. They are by no means hospitable, 
and many of them who put on long faces on Sunday will cheat a stranger 
on Monday. That nobler feeling of the heart, generosity, is so rarely to 
be found with the New Englanders, that I have sometimes thought that 
probably this Goddess has forsaken so severe a clime, and taken up her 
habitation farther to the south. In saying this is the case with the 
New Englanders in general I have perhaps said too much, but these are 
the opinions I have formed of the portion of them I have seen. 

I am under the disagreeable necessity of telling you that it will be 
entirely out of my power to visit Rockbridge in the Spring, nothing 
indeed would give me more pleasure, but I am convinced that when you 
shall have heard my reasons for giving over my trip y(ou will) think I 
have acted wisely. (They) are these, I have determined to enter (the 
soph)imore class and from my slight K(nowledge) of the Greek, assidu- 
ous application will be necessary to my obtaining admission next June. 
I might also fall in love while in Roekwge as I am very susceptable, and 
this you know would hinder my studies from progressing as fast as they 
would otherwise do. Upon the whole I think you will hold my reason- 
ing good. . . . 

James McDowell * to Samuel McDowell Retd. 

Dear Mac Yale College, Feb. 23a, 1814. 

I wrote you a long, long time but never hearing from you I swore in 
the moment of wrathful disappointment tht I never would write again 
& you see that Ive persevered very well in that resolution yet the "biting 

* James McDowell was afterwards a distinguished statesman, and 
was governor, etc. 
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tooth of time" has entirely obliterated the impressions of those pas- 
sionate declarations & the calm of composure after the tempest of anger 
has completely restored you to your wonted stand in my affections, 'tis 
hard, very hard indeed to erase our early prejudices when founded in 
reason & partiality & "time but the impression deeper makes as streams 
their channels deeper wear." Think not that I intend to moralize or 
grow pathetic on the subject notwithstanding the violent itching I 
feel towards it — it is a practice so frequently used in letter writing & 
so often degraded by the perversion of truth, candor & sincerity that 
were I to adopt it you would either question the agency of my heart in 
what I'd say or think that I was the servile minion of falsity and form 
& probably of imitation; so to counteract any such suspicion I'll face to 
the right about & ask you what you think of a military life? How do 
you like the celebrated manouevre of tergiversation? it is very fashion- 
able nay I assure you 'tis the very ton, but I forget that you never had 
the opportunity of displaying your gallantry in that evolution, yet I 
dare say like other unfortunate persons you only waited & wanted the 
occasion to signalize yourself — Do you intend resuming the study of 
the Law? You had better visit Conn* to learn the jurisprudence of 
"steady habits" which you must admit is more essential than any other 
knowledge; these good people well deserve the epithet of steady, they 
adhere most tenaciously to their characteristic attachment of money, for 
notwithstanding the caballing invectives of all denominations of people 
here against the "war hawks, the war and embargo," the passion for 
gold has predominated over every other feeling & the 124$ bounty has 
had magnetism and attraction sufficient to inveigle upwards of 30 of 
these good fellows within a fortnight past & Ive no doubt will continue 
to entrap in opposition to every endeavor. We are in a perpetual buz 
here about a contemplated dissolution of the Union, they are clamorous 
about their "infringed rights," "the executive tyranny and abuse of 
power," & loudly vociferate redress. These N. Englanders follow most 
humbly and obsequiously the State of Mass. whose Legislature as you see 
in the papers are thundering in monstrous tones, yet I think that the 
Ebullition of their rage "tantum valet quantum sonat" and I've no 
doubt but that this fermentation like all others will bubble and boil for 
a moment, subside in another and not only disappear in the next, but 
entirely lose its sharpness and acidity. These Yankee factionists roused 
by ideal misery and oppression, cheeked in their schemes by opposition 
& maddening at their non-efficiency & impotence will wage a war of viru- 
lence and abuse, fume, fret, and after all — "nascitur ridiculus mus." 

His Excv Dr. Dwight is most grossly infected by this raging political 
epidemick & instead of resisting the current of this pestilential malady 
he is borne willingly along urging the sentiment of Macbeth "I am steped 
in so far returning were as bad as to go oer"; the Bev* old Man occa- 
sionally whets his splenitick appetite in a political Sermon, unfortu- 
nately for him his prejudices are so irresistable and powerful that they 
"mantle his clearer reason" baffle all his powers of ratiocination and 
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change his party hatred and dislike into pitiful individualism and per- 
sonal animosity— but what of him? he is nothing to us so I'll let him 

rest I wish you would write me & I must request -immediately 

anything in the world would be agreeable, for according to the old adage 
I love my home however homely above all places else & you are so near 
that coming from you were just the same & twould I assure enliven this 
infernal place greatly to my comfort and satisfaction. It growing so 
dark I can see to write no farther. Remember me most affectionately to 
yr Father Mother & sisters & be assured that I shall ever seek with hap- 
piness any opportunity of avowing how much I am your relation how 
much more. 

Your friend, James McDowell. 

N. B. I most particularly enjoin it upon you not to show this to any 
living creature, the direction of it would of itself slander me. 

JX McD. 

Mr. Saml. McD. Eeid, Lexington, Kockbridge C'ty, Virga. 

William c. Pkeston * to Samuel McDowell Keid. 

_ , T South Carolina College, Feb. 3, 1810. 

Dear Mo ' 

I have just become acquainted with the students and collegiate duties 
of this place and therefore cannot tell you what I think of it, however 
I am well enough acquainted to know that the manner of living College 
is much more comfortable than at Lexington and the duties much harder. 
I am in the Sophomore class which recites three times a day from which 
you may suppose that the hours of recreation and leisure are but few. 
There are 100 Students and for the number they are extremely moral and 
orderly, yet they sometimes "break the shackles of restraint and rise 
in the madness of their power." They sometimes turn a methodist con- 
gregation out of the church and fill it with goats, and they sometimes 
make a little noise in the stewards house. 

And believe me your most affectionate friend. 

James McDowell f to Samuel McDowell Eeid. 

D M Nassau Hall, Feb. 26, 1816. 

I have leisure it is true, yet it is almost always necessarily employed 
in relaxation, that violent tension and close confinement of mind which 
my studies require produces a total inaptitude for anything but amuse- 
ment. — am I therefore censurable for indulging in it? Moreover I 
shouldn't forget to mention (for it has a very conspicuous place among 

* William C. Preston, of Montgomery county, Va., settled in South 
Carolina, where he became a very distinguished orator and statesman. 
He served as Mr. Calhoun's colleague in the United States Senate. He 
was a grandson of Patrick Henry. 

f McDowell went from Yale College to Princeton (Nassau Hall), 
where he graduated. 
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my difficulties) that no longer ago than Thursday I had with several 
others, to pronounce a public Oration. You may conjecture the magni- 
tude of this bore when you are informed that the subject was a meta- 
physical one. Ja. McDowell. 

Judge William H. Cabell to Col. Samuel McDowell Reid.* 
Mv dear Sir Richmond, Saturday, June 19, 1841. 

I have it in contemplation to send a son of Colo. John Gamble's to 
your College ;f provided he will be permitted to study such things as 
his father wishes him to attend to; or in other words, to become what 
is called an irregular student. You know that in Princeton and Hamp- 
den-Sidney, they have what they call classes, Freshman, Sophomore, 
Junior & Senior; and each student is compelled to enter one of them, & 
to confine himself to the studies of that class. Col" Gamble does not 
wish his son to study Latin & Greek; but he desires him to be instructed 
in Mathematics, Rhetoric, Moral Philosophy, Natural Philosophy and 
Chemistry. Are your rules such that a student will be permitted to 
study such of these, or all of them, during the same session, if his father 
should desire it? You know that that is the case at the University. At 
Princeton they receive no student who will not become a regular one, 
that is, who will not study everything that they prescribe in their dif- 
ferent classes. In other words they deny the benefits of their institution 
to all who will not, or have not the ability to, study Latin & Greek. It 
is wonderful to me that a free people will submit to such aristocratic 
tyranny. I would be willing, myself, to apply the torch to every institu- 
tion conducted on such principles, and to aid in hanging the selfish su- 
perintendants. But I beg pardon, for I may be treading on the toes of 
some of my Lexington friends. I know that at the University, matters 
are so arranged that a young man, may, if he has the capacity, attend 
advantageously to all the studies I have mentioned during the same 
session. Is that the case with you? Have the goodness also to inform 
me, what are all the expenses of a session at your college (exclusive of 
clothes & pocket money) & at what time they must be paid. W" was 
kind enough to send me a list of the students, &c, for which I thank 
him. That may give information on some of these matters; but I have 
mislaid it. 

Yours affecy W» H. Cabell. 

* Samuel McDowell Reid married Sarah Elizabeth Hare, daughter 
of W. B. Hare, and niece of Judge Cabell. He was clerk of the county 
court of Rockbridge (1831-1852), clerk of the circuit court (1831-1858), 
trustee of Washington College (1819-1869), etc. As to the elective sys- 
tem, it was first accepted at William and Mary in 1779, and, though 
there were regular classes, any student could be an irregular who de- 
sired-it. The University of Virginia became a champion of the principle. 

t Washington College. 



